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Appointments

Nova School of Business and Economics

Assistant Professor of Economics 2022—present

Education

Princeton University

Ph.D. in Economics 2022

M.A. in Economics 2018

Higher School of Economics & New Economic School

B.A. in Economics 2016
Summa Cum Laude, Best Thesis Award

Publications

3G Internet and Confidence in Government (with Sergei Guriev and Ekaterina Zhuravskaya)

Quarterly Journal of Economics, November 2021, 136 (4): 2533–2613.

Media coverage: The Economist, VoxEU, EBRD Transition Report 2019–2020 (p. 30–31),

World Economic Forum, The Moscow Times

Happiness Convergence in Transition Countries (with Sergei Guriev)

Journal of Comparative Economics, September 2018, 46 (3): 683–707.

War, Inflation, and Social Capital (with Sergei Guriev)

American Economic Review: Papers and Proceedings, May 2016, 106 (5): 230–235.

Media coverage: The Moscow Times, RBC (in Russian)

Working Papers and Work in Progress

Gangs, Labor Mobility, and Development (with Carlos Schmidt-Padilla and Maŕıa Micaela Sviatschi)

Revise and Resubmit, Econometrica

Media coverage: The Economist, Probable Causation, VoxDev, NBER Digest
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https://www.n-melnikov.com/
https://twitter.com/melnikov_n_v
https://doi.org/10.1093/qje/qjaa040
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2020/10/10/faith-in-government-declines-when-mobile-internet-arrives?fsrc=scn/tw/te/bl/ed/webofdistrustfaithingovernmentdeclineswhenmobileinternetarrivesgraphicdetail
https://voxeu.org/article/mobile-internet-government-confidence-and-populism
https://www.ebrd.com/news/publications/transition-report/transition-report-201920-better-governance-better-economies.html
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/11/knowledge-is-power-mobile-internet-government-confidence-and-populism/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2020/12/04/russias-mixed-censorship-model-is-a-boon-for-online-activism-a72240
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0147596718302373
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.p20161067
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2016/06/24/russians-closer-to-border-hold-more-pro-ukrainian-views-a53433
https://www.rbc.ru/economics/23/06/2016/576ad52d9a7947a3d5b52194
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3477097
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2020/01/11/a-new-study-suggests-that-street-gangs-inflict-broad-economic-harm
https://www.probablecausation.com/podcasts/episode-15-mica-sviatschi
https://voxdev.org/topic/labour-markets-migration/how-organised-crime-can-affect-economic-development-evidence-el-salvador?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_medium=&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=
https://www.nber.org/digest-202012/gang-culture-and-economic-development-evidence-el-salvador


Mobile Internet and Political Polarization

Media coverage: The Boston Globe, Marginal Revolution

Censorship, Propaganda, and Political Popularity: Evidence From Russia (work in progress)

Organized Crime and Public Goods Provision During a Pandemic (with Maŕıa Micaela Sviatschi;

work in progress)

Professional Activities

Seminar and conference presentations: CEPR Political Economy of Populism Conference (2023),

SSRC Workshop on the Economics of Social Media (2023), IEB Workshop on Political Economy

(2023), Pompeu Fabra University (2023), Institut d’Economia de Barcelona (2023), Paris

Dauphine (2023), the University of Pavia (2023), New Economic School (2022), NYC Media

Seminar (2022), Queen Mary University of London (2022), Nova School of Business and

Economics (2022), Stanford GSB (2022), King’s College London (2022), Princeton

University (2021), Bocconi University guest lecture (2021), EBRD Office of the Chief Economist

seminar series (2020), University of Chicago and London School of Economics Conference on the

Economics of Crime and Justice (2019), ESOC 2019 Annual Meeting, 2019 APPAM Fall Research

Conference, 2019 APSA Annual Meeting, WEAI 94th Annual Conference, 4th Economics of

Media Bias Workshop, 16th Media Economics Workshop

Seminar organizer: Princeton University Political Economy lunch seminar (2018–2021)

Referee: Quarterly Journal of Economics, Review of Economic Studies, American Economic Journal:

Applied Economics, Economic Journal, American Economic Review: Insights, Journal of Com-

parative Economics, Journal of Development Economics, Journal of Public Economics, World

Bank Economic Review, Communist and Post-Communist Studies, Economics of Transition

Honors and Awards (selected)

Prize Fellowship in the Social Sciences 2019–2022

Humane Studies Fellowship, Institute for Humane Studies 2019

Dean’s Fund for Scholarly Travel 2018

Travel grant, Philip Bennett *79 Public Policy and Finance Fund 2018

UniCredit Foundation US Ph.D. Scholarship 2016–2018

Princeton University Honorific Fellowship 2016–2018

Best Thesis Award, New Economic School 2016

Scholarship for Outstanding Academic Achievements, Higher School of Economics 2014–2016
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http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3937760
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/10/27/opinion/social-studies-cell-phone-induced-polarization-overconfident-with-google-business-tips/
https://marginalrevolution.com/marginalrevolution/2021/11/mobile-internet-and-political-polarization.html
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3276926


Scholarship for Academic Achievements, Higher School of Economics 2012–2016

Russia’s National Award in Support of Talented Young Students 2012

Absolute Winner of the Russian National Olympiad in Economics 2012

(Ranked 1st among more than 300,000 participants)

Prize winner of seven other Olympiads in Economics and Mathematics 2012

Teaching Experience

Policy Evaluation [2181], Nova SBE Spring 2023

Markets, Incentives, and Behavior [2741], Nova SBE Fall 2022

Microeconomic Theory [ECO 300], Princeton University Fall 2018

International Development [WWS 302/ECO 359], Princeton University Fall 2018

Industrial Organization, Higher School of Economics & New Economic School Spring 2016

Microeconomics II, Higher School of Economics & New Economic School Fall 2015

Microeconomics I, Higher School of Economics & New Economic School Spring 2015
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