Nikita Melnikov

Assistant Professor, Nova SBE

B nikita.melnikov@novasbe.pt
@ n-melnikov.com &7 @melnikov_n_v

Appointments
Nova School of Business and Economics

Assistant Professor in Economics 2022—present
CEPR Research Affiliate 2025—present
CESifo Research Affiliate 2026—present
Education

Princeton University
Ph.D. in Economics 2022
M.A. in Economics 2018

Higher School of Economics & New Economic School
B.A. in Economics 2016
Summa Cum Laude, Best Thesis Award

Publications

Gangs, Labor Mobility, and Development (with Carlos Schmidt-Padilla and Maria Micaela Sviatschi)

Econometrica, November 2025, 93(6): 2083-2121.
Media coverage: The Economist, Probable Causation, VoxDev, NBER Digest

3G Internet and Confidence in Government (with Sergei Guriev and Ekaterina Zhuravskaya)
Quarterly Journal of Economics, November 2021, 136(4): 2533-2613.
Media coverage: The Economist, VoxEU, EBRD Transition Report 2019-2020 (p. 30-31),

World Economic Forum, The Moscow Times

Happiness Convergence in Transition Countries (with Sergei Guriev)
Journal of Comparative Economics, September 2018, 46(3): 683-707.

War, Inflation, and Social Capital (with Sergei Guriev)
American Economic Review: Papers and Proceedings, May 2016, 106(5): 230-235.
Media coverage: The Moscow Times, RBC (in Russian)

Book Chapters & Policy Pieces

Mobile Broadband: Accountability, Populism, and Misinformation (with Sergei Guriev, Joana Cristina

Escércio Silva, and Ekaterina Zhuravskaya)
EconPol Forum, 2025, 26(4): 21-25. CESifo.


https://www.n-melnikov.com/
https://twitter.com/melnikov_n_v
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3477097
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2020/01/11/a-new-study-suggests-that-street-gangs-inflict-broad-economic-harm
https://www.probablecausation.com/podcasts/episode-15-mica-sviatschi
https://voxdev.org/topic/labour-markets-migration/how-organised-crime-can-affect-economic-development-evidence-el-salvador?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_medium=&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=
https://www.nber.org/digest-202012/gang-culture-and-economic-development-evidence-el-salvador
https://doi.org/10.1093/qje/qjaa040
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2020/10/10/faith-in-government-declines-when-mobile-internet-arrives?fsrc=scn/tw/te/bl/ed/webofdistrustfaithingovernmentdeclineswhenmobileinternetarrivesgraphicdetail
https://voxeu.org/article/mobile-internet-government-confidence-and-populism
https://www.ebrd.com/news/publications/transition-report/transition-report-201920-better-governance-better-economies.html
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/11/knowledge-is-power-mobile-internet-government-confidence-and-populism/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2020/12/04/russias-mixed-censorship-model-is-a-boon-for-online-activism-a72240
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0147596718302373
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.p20161067
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2016/06/24/russians-closer-to-border-hold-more-pro-ukrainian-views-a53433
https://www.rbc.ru/economics/23/06/2016/576ad52d9a7947a3d5b52194
https://www.ifo.de/en/econpol/publications/2025/article-journal/mobile-broadband-accountability-populism-and-misinformation

Political Implications of the Rise of Mobile Broadband Internet [Chapter 5] (with Sergei Guriev and

Ekaterina Zhuravskaya)

In The Political Economy of Social Media, Eds. Filipe R. Campante, Ruben Durante, and
Andrea Tesei. CEPR Press.

Working Papers

Mobile Internet and Political Polarization

Reject & resubmit, Review of Economic Studies
Media coverage: The Boston Globe, Marginal Revolution

Mobile Broadband and the Decline of Incumbency Advantage (with Sergei Guriev, Joana Cristina

Escércio Silva, and Ekaterina Zhuravskaya)

Gang Crackdowns (with Carlos Schmidt-Padilla and Maria Micaela Sviatschi)

Work in Progress (selected)

Generation 3G (with Alexey Makarin)

Politics of U.S. Southern Border Migration (with Tiago Filipe Santos Leitao)

Job Matching for Crime-Affected Populations in El Salvador (with Carlos Schmidt-Padilla and Maria

Micaela Sviatschi)

Organized Crime and Public Goods Provision During a Pandemic (with Marfa Micaela Sviatschi)

Censorship, Propaganda, and Polarization

Professional Activities

Seminar and conference presentations (recent years):

University of Warwick (2026, scheduled), EGAP (2026, scheduled), Charles University (2026,
scheduled), NOVAfrica Conference on Economic Development (2026), Bocconi University (2026),
American Political Institutions in a Changing Media Environment (2026), Singapore Manage-
ment University (2026), Academia Sinica, Taipei (2026), ifo Institute (2026), Transatlantic Polit-
ical Economy Conference (2025), 5th Arne Ryde Workshop on Culture, Institutions, and Devel-
opment (2025), WZB Berlin Social Science Center (2025), Berlin Applied Micro Seminar (2025),
CESifo Workshop on Digital Platforms: Policy and Politics (2025), XXI RIDGE Forum (2025),
8th Economics of Media Bias Workshop (2025), University of Warwick (2025), Toulouse School
of Economics (2024), CEPR Political Economy of Populism Conference (2023), Navarra Center
for International Development (2023), SSRC Workshop on the Economics of Social Media (2023),


https://cepr.org/system/files/publication-files/194349-the_political_economy_of_social_media.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3937760
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/10/27/opinion/social-studies-cell-phone-induced-polarization-overconfident-with-google-business-tips/
https://marginalrevolution.com/marginalrevolution/2021/11/mobile-internet-and-political-polarization.html
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5285099
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3276926

IEB Workshop on Political Economy (2023), Pompeu Fabra University (2023), Institut

d’Economia de Barcelona (2023), Paris Dauphine (2023), University of Pavia (2023).

Event organizer:

— CEPR Political Economy Symposium 2026
— Nova SBE Economics seminar (2023-2026)

— NOVAfrica Conference on Economic Development Scientific Committee (2024, 2026)

— Princeton Graduate Political Economy seminar (2018-2021)

Referee: American Economic Review, Journal of Political Economy, Quarterly Journal of Economics,

Review of Economic Studies, American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, American Eco-

nomic Journal: Economic Policy, American Economic Review: Insights, American Journal of

Political Science, Economic Journal, Economic Development and Cultural Change, Journal of

Comparative Economics, Journal of Development Economics, Journal of Economic Behavior

and Organization, Journal of the Furopean FEconomic Association, Journal of Law, Economics

and Organization, Journal of Public Economics, Review of Economics and Statistics, World Bank

Economic Review

Honors and Awards (selected)

European Research Council (ERC) Starting Grant (€1,500,000) 2026
Displaced Livelihoods Initiative Grant, IPA & J-PAL ($101,200) 2024
Prize Fellowship in the Social Sciences, Princeton University 20192022
Humane Studies Fellowship, Institute for Humane Studies 2019
Dean’s Fund for Scholarly Travel, Princeton University 2018
US Ph.D. Scholarship, UniCredit Foundation 2016-2018
Princeton University Honorific Fellowship 20162018
Best Thesis Award, New Economic School 2016
Scholarship for Outstanding Academic Achievements, Higher School of Economics 2014-2016
Russia’s National Award in Support of Talented Young Students 2012
Absolute Winner of the Russian National Olympiad in Economics 2012
(Ranked 1st among more than 300,000 participants)

Teaching Experience

Microeconomics I [6120, PhD], Nova SBE 2026
Research Methods I [6308, PhD], Nova SBE 2026
Research Methods 1T [6309, PhD], Nova SBE 2026



Policy Evaluation [2181], Nova SBE 2023-2026

Microeconomic Analysis [2188], Nova SBE 2023-2025
Markets, Incentives, and Behavior [2741], Nova SBE 2022
Microeconomic Theory [ECO 300], Princeton University 2018
International Development [WWS 302/ECO 359], Princeton University 2018
Industrial Organization, Higher School of Economics & New Economic School 2016
Microeconomics 11, Higher School of Economics & New Economic School 2015
Microeconomics I, Higher School of Economics & New Economic School 2015




